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engineering works that have reduced the frequency
of famines.    To  take  exceptional  instances,  times
like the breaking up of the Roman Empire in Europe,
the rise of Mahratta power in India, or the Tae-Ping
revolt  in  China,  were times that demoralised  the
imagination   and   paralysed   industry.      Even   the
ploughman and the shepherd very often renounced
toil which seemed profitless and turned themselves
to plunder or vagabondage, but much  more was the
higher   commerce   extinguished   and   the   educated
professions died out.    At present war is  the  only
great source of ruin  that seems likely to be per-
manent, and even wars are less frequent and shorter
and more humane, and lead to less violent change
where conquest is absolute.    Of political convulsions
like the  French  Revolution we may probably say
that   they also  are   likely  to  be  mitigated   by the
ghastly recollection  of the ruin  they cause, and  by
the remedy for social  unrest which  the spread   of
liberal institutions offers.    The worst effects of floods
and droughts are now obviated by the great facilities
for international traffic.    Therefore, if we can conceive
cholera, typhus, and all such diseases extirpated by
sanitary science, the diseases that scourge immorality
disappearing before a rigid police, and cures, such as
are  even  now  anticipated,  actually  discovered   for
consumption and cancer, perhaps even  for diseases
of the liver and kidneys, it will not be too  much to
say that the present expectation of life under healthy
conditions would be more than doubled.     Tennyson
has alluded to the great stimulus hope would  derive
if we were,

In lieu of many mortal flies, a race

Of giants, living each a thousand years.